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crime prevention programs, and (4) allow 
for comparisons of patterns, amounts, and 
locations of crime with the Uniform Crime 
Reports.72

The NCVS is used by various groups who 
are concerned about crime and crime preven-
tion. Community groups and government 
agencies use these data to develop neigh-
borhood watch programs as well as victim 
assistance and compensation programs. 
Law enforcement agencies use the NCVS 
for (1)  enhancing citizen cooperation with 
officials in deterring and detecting crime, 
(2) establishing special police strike forces to
combat those crimes that the NCVS reported 
as being most prevalent, and (3) developing 
street and park lighting programs in those 

areas with high reported crime rates. The print and broadcast media also use NCVS find-
ings when reporting on various crime-related topics.73

Researchers also use the NCVS to prepare reports, to make policy recommendations, to 
provide testimony before Congress, and to present documentation in court.74 The NCVS 
has also been used for various criminal justice research, such as examining the seasonal 
variation (i.e., the school calendar) in violent victimization;75 exploring routine activity 
theory and lifestyle-exposure theory in terms of demographic characteristics and victim-
ization risk;76 investigating the epidemiology of self-defense gun use;77 and studying the 
dynamics of elder victimization.78

From January 1971 to July 1972, the Census Bureau implemented the first nationwide 
victimization survey. The survey was included as a supplement to the existing Quarterly 
Household Survey (QHS). In July 1972, the National Crime Survey (NCS) evolved into 
a separate national sample survey. Due to a mandate, the Law Enforcement Assistance 
Administration (LEAA) was the first sponsor of the NCS. This mandate required that 
data be collected, evaluated, published, and disseminated regarding the progress of law 
enforcement in the United States.79 In 1979, the NCS was moved to the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics (BJS) of the U.S. Department of Justice.

Various groups have had some serious reservations about collecting these data:

Groups supportive of police-based crime statistics were already suspicious of 
this new data collection system. Academics began to raise questions about a 
multimillion-dollar data collection with few variables that could be used in test-
ing theories of crime and that could not produce estimates for local jurisdictions. 
They also worried that this new data collection would take funds away from 
criminological research.80

To address these concerns, in the mid-1970s, the Law Enforcement Assistance 
Administration commissioned the Committee on Social Statistics of the National 
Academy of Sciences–National Research Council (NRC) to evaluate the victim surveys.81 
From 1979 to 1985, experts in criminology, survey design, and statistics conducted a 
detailed study of the NCS. Their findings recommended a redesign of the victim survey 
that would (1) increase the reporting of crime victimization and (2) include additional 
information on specific crime incidents. These recommendations were implemented in 
a two-stage process and were completed by July 1993. In addition to these changes, in 
1991, BJS renamed the NCS the National Crime Victimization Survey (NCSV).

1. _______________ are not separate, distinct crimes; rather they
are traditional crimes motivated by the offender’s bias.

2. Like the UCR Program, _______________ data include only
those crimes reported to law enforcement.

3. NIBRS does not use the hierarchy rule (true or false?).

4. Law Enforcement Officers Killed and Assaulted (LEOKA) is a
supplementary data collection program of the _______________.

Answers located at www.edge.sagepub.com/schram2e
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